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Jerusalem: “City of Peace” &  
Israel: “Striving with God”

Names of the Holy Land reflect a 
juxtaposition of Peace and Strife.   
By the time you receive this, Jana 
and I will have had the blessing of 
traveling to the Holy Land.    Lot’s 
of people say: “are you going to 
Israel on vacation?”   “Will you be 
site seeing?”   Not exactly.

We will be meeting with our 
top leadership in each continent 
of the world to pray together for 
the fulfillment of the five million 
church vision. 

Certified Trainers at Migdol, Andrey front row, 3rd from the left

W e were grateful that 
our English speaking 
DCPI Master Trainers, 

Scott and Matt, accepted the 
challenge to train the Russian 
speaking Messianic Jewish 
leaders in Israel.  We joined them 
in giving thanks to God Who 
goes before us for our wonderful 
translation department that 
provided training manuals of 
the Church Planting Essentials 
track in Russian!

God also provided  Andrey as a 
translator for the training.  It was 
a miracle that Andrey was even 
alive and a divine appointment 
for him to be attending the DCPI 
training.

Andrey is a 35-year-old 
resident of Living Israel Ministry, 
a rehab-reform-regeneration 
program. He has a passion to 
see God’s Kingdom explode in 

Israel. This passion was birthed 
in a contest for his soul from the 
get-go.  When he was 5 years old, 
his grandmother made a pact 
with the devil and dedicated 
Andrey’s life to satan.  He grew 
up in darkness, blinded by the 
evil one and heavily addicted to 
heroin. Sometimes, as a sacrifice 
to satan, he mixed blood with the 
drug before injecting it. He was 
demon-possessed and the Holy 
Spirit did a mighty work to set 
him free.

Andrey carries his freedom in 
stride with the biblical exhortation 
to “stand firm, therefore and do not 
submit again to a yoke of slavery.”  
He has committed himself to 

studying the Scriptures.  He plans 
to complete Bible college soon 
and then he will continue to be 
mentored to plant a new church 
in Israel.  

An unexpected privilege 
our DCPI Master Trainers had 
was to baptize Andrey in the 
Jordan River where Jesus 
Himself was baptized.  It was 
a fit accompaniment to DCPI 
training, which exists so that 
souls will come to Jesus, be 
discipled and worship together 
in new churches all over the 
world.
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Master Trainer Scott (lt) with Russian 
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Sunrise over the Sea of Galilee

Family Fun at the Hollywood Bowl

Jerusalem

Family 
news:

Hosting Leaders from Brazil in  
our new home

Jana and I nearly have every-
thing unpacked in our new 
home.

Ryan is 21 years old, working 
at Chick-fil-A, and attending 
Palomar College.

Luke is away at Hope 
International University (Chris-
tian College) in Fullerton, Ca. 
majoring in music. We really 
enjoy the times we get to see 
him when he comes home for 
a weekend. (Which does not 
happen frequently enough for 
his Mom!)

Collosians 4:2 

Also we will be site seeing, 
and we will engage in strategic 
planning. Unfortunately, there 
is discord in many parts of 
the world. The peace of God in 
Christ Jesus is the answer. God 
must go before us to open doors 
in difficult places so that new 
churches can be planted. So 
we pray, and God miraculously 
opens doors.  Right now doors are 
opening in the Middle East and 
other challenging places.

In Israel: A Pact with the Devil
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Living Gems Living for Jesus

A s they watched 
several young guys 
arrive, with tattoos, 
board shorts and 

flip flops, DCPI Master Trainers 
Matt and Scott wondered if they 
were at the right place. They had 
arrived in Israel to offer Church 
Planting Essentials and Certified 
Trainer training and they were a 
day early.

They learned that these free 
and easies were residents of 
Living Israel, a radical drug rehab 
ministry, who had come for 
church planter training!

At 33 years of age, Living 
Israel’s founder was addicted 
to drugs and at the end of his 
rope. He was ready to give up all 
hope when God brought to his 
mind that Jesus was sacrificed 
for the sins of the world at the 
same age — 33. Having made 
this connection, and with the 
love and nurturing of his pastor, 
Mikhail decided to leave the 
darkness and step into the light. 

He gave his life to Christ that day 
and since then has served Jesus 
by rescuing addicts like himself 
through Living Israel. 

In stark contrast to the way 
many tend to evaluate addicts, 
the Living Israel Ministry sees 
them as future pastors and 
church planters.  As one of the 
staff members put it, “Drug 
addicts are what we dig for 
because they are like black gold 
to us.”

So far, these redeemed 
saints have planted churches 
in Israel, Lithuania, Estonia, 

Ukraine, Germany, Czech 
Republic, Latvia, and USA.  All 
of the residents at the Haifa 
facility hope to be in full time 
ministry someday. 

For years, DCPI has looked to 
God to provide the connections 
needed to reach the world for 
Christ through church planting.  
He is infinitely creative and ever 
full of delightful surprises such as 
the connection He gave us with 
this cadre of restored souls at 
Living Israel in Haifa, reminding 
us of His inclusive love and value 
for each individual soul.

W ords are powerful.  So 
are letters.  Take the 
letter, “a,” for example.  

Jesus’ name in Hebrew is, Yeshua, 
which means, “Salvation.”  In 
Israel, some people remove the 
“a” at the end of His Hebrew 
name and call him Yeshu, which 
means, “cursed and forgotten,” 
and in doing so, declare that He 
has been forgotten and cursed 
by people in Israel.  This slight 
difference in nomenclature sums 
up one of the challenges for born-
again leaders whose hearts beat 
with the Apostle Peter’s for the 
salvation of the Jewish people.

When DCPI offered church 
planter training in Israel this 
year to undergird those leaders, 
attendees came from two 
networks who are working to 
make Jesus known to the people of 
Israel.  In all, 51 leaders completed 
Church Planting Essentials (CPE) 
and 17 were appointed as Certified 
Trainers.  One of the networks, 
which is based in Ashdod, will 
remain unnamed, for their safety.  
It consists largely of Russian 
Messianic Jews, who make up 
60-70% of Israel’s Messianic 
congregations.  This group 
of believers have come out of 
communism and atheism. Having 
had no exposure to God or the Old 
Testament, these atheistic Jews 
were more open to finding their 
Messiah than conservative Jews.  

The whole Orthodox Jewish 
community protested the 
aforementioned ministry’s 
church plant in Ashdod.  Since 
then, six daughter churches 
have been planted from that 
church.  

Several of the Ashdod 
ministry’s leaders were certified 

to equip church planters using 
DCPI materials.  There were 20 
leaders in attendance from their 
churches; many are husband and 
wife teams committed to church 
planting. 

The Ashdod ministry’s 

with in and around Ashdod. 
Plans for the Ashdod ministry 

include planting 20 home groups 
in the 20 sectors of the city of 
Ashdod; they project planting 
a daughter church within 2-3 
years.  Their 10 year plan is 

to teach this in 300 churches 
around the world. 

Eventually they plan to go to 
Russia to teach Church Planting 
Essentials.  

Here are four more powerful 
letters: DCPI  -  God has used 
them to influence millions 
to give their lives to Christ at 
dynamic church plants. 

leaders want to use the same 
strategy as Jesus did to plant 
churches, beginning with small 
groups.   They plan to develop 
strong leadership in every home 
group (they currently have 12 
of these) and then send those 
leaders to be trained with DCPI 
materials. There is a network 
of churches they want to work 

Training in Migdol

The Garden Tomb

Leaders on the Jordan River

Baptism at the Jordan River (lt to rt) Matt, 
Mikhail, Andrey, Scott

Tilapia, also known as St. Peter’s Fish


