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WEEK ONE WEEK ONE

Send a text or leave a note in your child’s room 
saying, “God wants us to work together to do 
more. What can we do together as a family to 
help each other? Think about it and let’s talk 
at dinner!”
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M O R N I N G  T I M E M O R N I N G  T I M E

EXODUS 25:8-9; 28:1,3;
31:1-11; 35:21,25,34; 39:42-43

Building the Tabernacle
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Building the Tabernacle
Why would God want
us to work together?

Why would God want
us to work together?

“Two people are better than one.
They can help each other in everything they do.”

Ecclesiastes 4:9, NIrV
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COOPERATION—Working together to do
more than you can do alone

COOPERATION—Working together to do
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Download the free Parent Cue App
AVAILABLE FOR IOS AND ANDROID DEVICES
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The biggest surprise for me as a dad 
happened when each of my kids passed 
their 10th birthday: they withdrew. They 
didn’t want to play LEGO®s anymore. 
Nor did they want to throw a football 
as much. And they gradually wanted to 
hang out more with their friends.

That can be pretty devastating as a 
parent. You immediately start thinking 
things like, “What did I do wrong?” 
It would take me a while to figure it 
out, but I eventually came to see that 
this was actually God-given. Kids start 
to pull away before they leave home 
so that one day they’re ready to leave 
home. And that’s okay. God designed it 
that way. But the hardest part for me as 
a dad was to figure out what to do with 
that dynamic. Honestly, it hurt a bit.

It’s quite natural for me to pull back 
from any relationship that seems to be 
going south. You don’t want to be my 
friend anymore? Fine. Reject me . . . and 
I’ll probably just walk away. While that’s 
not very mature, it is very natural. And 
that probably explains why many dads 
become distant as their kids grow older. 

So what do you do about that? Well, I 
think you do this: When your kids pull 
away, lean in. When they say they don’t 
like you, love them anyway. When they 

have no time for you, make time for 
them. Because they still need you. You 
may not be their best friend right now—
and arguably you shouldn’t be—but you 
are their parent. You are their dad. Their 
one and only. They need you. They 
want you. They’re just not sure about it 
all right now. And you need to be okay 
with that.

So dad, fight for the relationship with 
your kids. When they withdraw, don’t 
withdraw. Be the steady presence in 
their lives they need.  If you can do 
this, a strange thing happens. They 
eventually stop being teenagers and 
start being young adults. And they 
realize they need a parent. They realize 
you’re not nearly as dumb, irrelevant, 
or outdated as they thought you were 
just a few years ago. And you end up 
with something every father and child 
needs—a relationship.

In the adult years, maybe you even end 
up with a friendship. So hang in there. 
And when your kids pull away, lean in.

For more blog posts  
and parenting resources, visit:

ParentCue.org
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