
WEEK 1 - PRETEEN

READ MATTHEW 7:24-27

When it rains, doesn’t it feel good to be in a nice, dry home? How about 
when it’s stormy? You don’t really think about it how strong your house 
is when it’s sunny and things are normal. But when the thunder and 
lightning hit, all of a sudden it seems really important that your house or 
apartment is built strong and secure!

Jesus said that we can live like the wise man who built his house on a 
rock . . .  if we what? (Look at verse 24.)

“___________ these words and put them into _________________.”

In other words, we need commitment. We need to make a plan and 
put into practice. It’s not enough just to know what God wants us to do. 
We have to follow through and do it.

That’s how your “house” (your life) can be strong and secure!

DAY 1If you play an instrument, you know that it takes a LOT of 
practice.

You can’t just sit down at a piano and play your favorite pop 
song. You have to start by learning the notes and chords. That 
takes a while!

You can’t pick up a guitar and play an awesome riff right away. 
You have to learn where to put your fingers on the frets and you 
have to let your fingertips harden, because when you’re first 
starting to play, it hurts!

You have to put in the time. You have to commit to sticking with 
it, even when you don’t feel like it. It’s the same with faith. If you 
want to grow, you’ve got to practice hearing what God says and 
put it into practice.

You make time in your schedule to practice an instrument, or 
to practice for your sport. Reading God’s word is even more 
important. So make a plan. Ask for help. You can do it! 

DAY 4 

HEAR
FROM GOD

LIVE
FOR GOD



REMEMBER OUR MEMORY VERSE?  
HAVE YOU LEARNED IT YET? 

CHECK IT OUT: 1 TIMOTHY 4:8.

Being godly has value in every way. Think about that. If you 
want to build your relationship with God, a great way to start is 
by hearing what He has to say.

That means reading your Bible. Maybe you like to read straight 
through, a chapter at a time. Or maybe you read devotionals 
like this one, that focus on different verses and help you 
understand what they mean. The important thing—and let’s be 
honest, the hard thing—is to remember to do it.

That’s something you can pray about. Talk to God, and ask Him 
to help you find time to read the Bible consistently. It could be 
in the morning before school, in the afternoon after you finish 
your homework, or maybe right before bed.

Ask Him to give you the strength and commitment to read 
His word for yourself!

DAY 2

YOUR SMALL GROUP AT CHURCH IS 
GREAT FOR SO MANY THINGS. THEY’RE 
YOUR CIRCLE. THEY’RE YOUR PEOPLE. 
THEY’VE GOT YOUR BACK, NO MATTER 
WHAT!

And guess what? They can help you stay committed to reading 
God’s word. Of course you spend time at church opening up the 
Bible together and talking about what it means. But you can also 
help motivate each other to read and apply what God says.

Let’s say you wanted to set a goal with a friend in your group—to 
read straight through the whole book of John. Two chapters a 
week. That’s 21 chapters, so it would take you 11 weeks to do 
it—almost three months.

Do you think you’d be more likely to read your two chapters 
each week if you knew your friend was doing it too? You bet! You 
could check in with other on Sundays and talk about what you’ve 
learned. When you finish, do you think you’d be glad you did it?

Let your friends cheer you on and vice versa as you practice 
hearing and doing what God says.

DAY 3

TALK
ABOUT GOD

PRAY
TO GOD


